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the eastern bank?) was occupied by the Chateau
de Tyr (Tyrensis), ancient home of the Counts
of that country, and cradle, it is believed, of the
house of Thierstein. Berthold called his new
town Freyburg, as well as that which existed al-
ready in his states of Breisgau, because he
granted it in effect the same liberties, the same
franchises, and the same communal charter
{Handfeste) which had been given to the other
Fribotirg. A territory of nine leagues in circum-
ference was given to Fribourg in Uchtland, a
piece which they still call " the old lands/*
Part of the new colonists came from Breisgau,
Black Forest people; part from the Roman Pays
de Vaud. The Germans lived in the valley, the
others on the heights. Built on the confines of
France and Germany, Fribourg served for the
point of contact to two nations until then hos-
tile; and the Handfeste of Fribourg served for
a model to all the municipal constitutions of
Switzerland. Still, at this day, the town is di-
vided into two parts, and into two languages.

This was in 1178. Twelve years later, Ber-
thold V., the greatest and the best of the Dukes
of Zsehringen, made, of the village of Burgdorf
in the Emmenthal, the town of Berthoud, the
name given probably from his own; and then,
' in the year 1191, laid the foundations of the
town of BERNE.